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to President Roosevelt’s refusal to

Referring
the gift of a Boston girl, the New
Goodpt Mipes Y'tlrk American says that the

Those people have mnot yet been In-
Special * formed thut checks have been
Tralns. sent from the White house to

the various railroad companies
over whose lines the president and his parly
have been deanheaded in special trains with every-
thing supplied, including wines and cigars,
SR
There is & new Fowler bill and the American

Banker presents its main features as follows:
(1) Converslon of greenbacks

The New  into gold certificates. (2) Au-
Fowler thorization to deposit any pub-
Bill. lic funds in banks without se-

curity except a prior lien; and
the payment of 2 per cent interest for such de-
posits, (3) Notes issued against general assets,
The interest received for the deposits is to be
devoted to the conversion of the greenbacks into

1d notes.
i PR

The governor of nich!malezgl g::rrandlm;ec: a
ve to the vernor of rgia, explaining
o !t?hllt while it has been alleged

Broad that there was danger of lynch-
Hints to ing, “he could not assume that
Durbin, the laws ‘[ another rtate would

not be enforced.” In this con-
nection the New York World suggests: '“This
ought to be a hint to Governor Durbin of indiana,
who has just reccived another, still more pointed,
fu the refusal of the governn: of Arkansas to sur-
render an Indiana fugi.ive “'ntil \ie persons ac-
cused of the murder of Goebel have been given
up to Kentucky justice.”

The Washington Post says: “When the cabi-
net meetings are resumed . will probably be &
breach of official courtesy for
An members t. ask one another
Approach how their department scandals
to Treasom, Aare getting along.” The Poat
should be more careful else it
may find itself suddenly snmmoned to answer (O
the charge of treason. “Department scandals”
under the republican administration are becoming
8o common thcie days that one need not be sur-
prised if republictn authorities determine to in-
clude in their lict of treasonable acts relerence to
fraud and corrv.ption in official circles.
e b it MMII
Some republican papers have charged that

jarge sums of money were used to defeat legis-
. Jation in the Wisconsin legisla~

Money ture.  Other republican papers
in the bhave referred to these charges
as libels. The Milwaukee Kree

Legislature. o, oss says: “Whatever libel

there i8 on the legislature consists in saying that
people believe that money Wwas used to defeat
legislation during the session of 1901 We do not
believe there is an intelligent man in Wisconsin
who doubts it. Whatever libel there is in the
statement that it is susceptible of proof that
money was offered to members for their votes, and
refused by them, i{s on the unnamed lobbyist, or
lobbyist's agent, who offered it.”

m"'

Concerning Mr, Roosevelt's refusal to accept

ft of a silk Aag offered by Miss Costeau of
the b s Boston, a reader of the New

The York World says that the pres-
Costeau id-nt *“lays himself open to the
Gife, suspicion of unsenrimentality on

a point wk.re most people have
most expected to find him supersentimental.” This
reader adds: “As the flag was offered to him by
a woman animated only by the sentiment of af-
fection for the flag of her adopted country the
rejection of it by & president who had already
accepted such comparatively sordid gilts as a
saddle-horse, tree railroad passc: and the free
use of government vessels for family outing trips,
the act strikes me as a singularly ungallant one—
to use the mildest possibe term.”
KRR
The Brooklyn Eagle says: “Now the farmers

want & trust. The best *rust for them is trust in
* glbow grease. It Is the man

Suggests who works his muscles and not
Elbow his politics who gets ahead In
Grease. this country.” The Kagle has

expressed itself very clearly im
favor of trusts as they are now or. It has
declared that it believes in trusts and it is anxioug
tc see the democratic party take 1s stard In favor
fo the system. But the' Eagle believes In trusts

The Commoner.

that are operated for the special advantage of the
particular classgs represented by the Eagle, bo
far as the farmers are concerned, in the Eagle's
opinion ““the best trust for tucem I8 trust in elbow
grease,” Why not a bit of elbow grease for some
of the Bagle’s caents? Is iL not really true that
the men, represented by the Fagle, who work their
politics make considerably more progress under
the present state of affairs than the men who
work their musclea? If the Eagle belleves in a
trust for the financier and for the manufacturer,
with what reason does it object to the proposed
farmers’ trust?
SRR

The American Banker intimates that Secre-
tary of the Treasury Shaw “has under consldera-
tion a plan by which he hopes
An to avoid the limitation of $3,-
Entire 000,000 pcr nonth on the retire-
Legislature., MWent of natioaal bank circula-
tion.” The Banker srys that
“strictly speaking, the national bank act does not
put any limitation on the 1<étiremont of circula-
tion. The limitation is put on the amount of
lawful money that can be dep«sited for any calen-
dar month for the retirement of notes.” The
Banker's explanation on this point is reproduced
in another column. Mr, Shaw bhas already arbi-
trarily put into effect the chief provisions of the
Aldrich bill. If now he can avoid the limitation
on the amount of bank noles to be relired, he
wiull indeed be regarded as a legislature unto him-
self.
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A correspondent asked the Philadelphia
Fublic Ledger to explain what was meant by an
elastic currency, and in the
Bent, course of its reply the Ledger
Puiied quoted the definition of elastic-
and Distorted, Iy as follows: “The power In
any pody of returning to the
form from which it 1s bent, extended, pressed,
pulled or distorted, as soon as the force applied
is removed.” There |s something strikingly ap-
propriate in employing this definition of elasticity
in connection w'th the proposition to permit tne
financiers to arrange our currency system accord-
ing to their selfish interests. “HBent, extended,
pressed, pulled or distorted as soon as the force
applied 18 removed” gives, vaguely to ba sure,
but gives nevertheless a hin! of what may be ex-
pected when the currency laws are arranged in ac-
cordance with the wishe- of the filnanciers as ex-
pressed in the Aldrich and Fowler bills,
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The New York World “takes liberty to doubt

and even to disbelieve the statement that Theo-
dore Roosevelt is a party to a

The transaction so scandalous as the
Delaware division of places in the na-
Compact, tional service within a state by

a tacit agreement between Lwo
politicians, one of whom is the agent of the most
notorious corruptionist in American politics.” But
I ostmaster General Payne, who ought to know,
says: "As to the agreement itself, it was made
by the senators themselves with a view to avold-
ing party friction. It was drawn up and type-
written and placed in the hands of General Bris-
tow during my absence from Washington. When
I returned to the city | was informed of its ex-
istence, and 1 learned that 't had been made with
and had subsequently received the approval of
President Roosevelt, who naturally wished to
avoid factional strife concerning the Delaware
appointicen's.”
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Fred White, who received the largest vote
accorded to any democratic candidate for gov-
ernor of lowa since the days of

En irely Horace Boles, {8 a candidate for
to His supervisor of Keokuk county.
Credit. The Marahalltown Times-Re-

publican says that “tuls Indi-
cates that a, democratic office-seeker seems to be
much like the pickerel—anything tnat glitters he
grabs at’” The Dubuque (la.) Telegraph directs
attention to the fact that Mr. White has never
sought public office, and that he pleaded with the
leaders of the democratic convention which nomi-
pated him for governor not to choose him. The
Telegraph might have added that it {s entirely to
the credit of a man who, like Fred White, has been
chosen by his party for high honors, that he
should accept t.e office of county supervisor.
Doubtless the same principle which prompted Mr.
White to yield to the demands of his democratic
associates that he accept the gubernatorial nomi-
pation prompted him to become a candidate for a
county office, There are, too, many iustances in
American history where men who had once served
creditably in high office had subsequently accepted

an election to a less conspicuous position. Al

though the editor of this particular republican

paper may not be informed as to the facts, It @

true nevertheless that these men occupy very

creditable positions In the history of thelr country.
KRR

The Omaha Bee, a republican paper, says*
“Charles Joseph Bonaparte has been selected by
Wh Mr. Hitcheock to take charge of
y the investigation of the opera-
Not tions of the Indian land spec
lavestigate? Ualors and crooked Indian
agents in OUkiahoma and Indlan
Territory. If the man withi the Napoleonle an-
cestry had been detalled to pay a visit 10 the
Omaha and Winnebago reservations in Nebraska
he would have found a state of affairs just as
scandalous as has subsisted in the southern Ind-
ian settlement.” How does it happen then that
our strenuous administratiop does not investigate
the “scandalous” situation at the Omaha and
Winnebago reservations? Is it possible that under
the republican administration fraud and dishon-
esty thrives In official circles to such an extent
that with all the resources of the federal govern-
ment, the administration Gnds It lmpossible to
ocpe with the situation?
AR
After saying that the next congress will do
nothing on the currency question which s radical
and may no* do anything which

The is moderate, the Chicago Tri
Asset bune says: “The agitation for
Currency. an asset currency wiil not die

out because of the refusal of
the next congress to do anything. Msny bankers
believe there would be money for their banks in
such a currency, and they will not let go of any
scheme which has money In it. There will be
many discusslons, arguments, and votes bhefore the
asset currency project s finally disposed of.” 1s
it not also fair to belleve that if the republican
party remain In power after these discussions,
arguments and votes, the asget currency project
will be adopted because there Is money for the
bankers In such a currency; and have we not,
also, the right to believe that after the republican
party shall have adopted that system the Chicago
Tribune, faithful to Its characteristies, will be
found apologizing for a currency system against
which it has repeatedly protested?
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The New York Commercial complains of “a
currency system that each fall threatens the busi-

ness Interests of Lhe entire

To country and which forces the
Remove secretary of the (treasury (o
Restrictions, contnually seek for technical

loopholes tkrough which the
spirit of the law can be evaded.” The Commer-
clal suggests as a remedy that congress pass &
law repealing the restrictions on the retirement
o/ bank notes and allow custom receipts to be de-
posited In national banks the same as internal
revenue receipts, It {s difficult to understand how
a law repealing tne restrictions on the retirement
of bank notes would result in an increase in the
volume of currency which the financiers say that
we 80 greatly need. Washirgton dispatches say
that the applications now on file for retirement of
bank notes exceeds the sum of $7,000000. The
Limit is $3,000,000 per month. If the reatrictions
did not exist at this time, at least $7.000 00
would be retired and from reports from Wash-
{ngton one is justified in belleving that new appli-
cations for permission to retire will be presented.
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Rear Admiral Charles 8. Cotton, to whom
general attention I8 now being directed, 18 re-
sponsible for an Iinteresting

Cotton's story. On cne occasion Admiral
(Good Cotton sat at a dinner party be.
Story. #ide the bishop of Durham, &

clergyman noted for his wit
Near the bishop ‘here was i1 millionaire manufac-
turer, a stout man, with a loud, coarse laugh, wno
ate and drank a good deal and who cracked every
little while a stupid joke One of the man's
jokes was levelea at the brilliant bishop of Dur-
ham, whom he «i1d not know from Adam. It was
enough for him that the bizhop’s garb was cleri-
cal, He was a parson; here, therefore, a chance
to poke a little f 1 at the parson’s trade. “I have
three sons,” he began in a loud tone, nudging his
neighbor and winking toward the bishop, “three
fine lads. They are in trade. 1 uave always said
that if ever I had a stupid son I'd make a parson
of him.,” The millionaire rosred out his discord-
ant laugh, and the bishop of Durham sald to him
with a quiet smile: “Your father thought differ-
ently from you, eb?”




